
ARTS 1240 
Maria Farhadi  
Fall 2025 

 

 

Motion Design I - ARTS 326 

Tue/Thu 2:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
Art and Anthropology 153 
 

Contact Information 

Maryam Farhadi, Assistant Professor of Graphic Design 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
Office: Art and Anthropology, Room 108 
Phone: 575.562.2162 
Email: Maryam.Farhadi@enmu.edu 
 

 

Office Hours 

Monday/Wednesday:11 am – 12 pm, Tuesday/Thursday: 12 – 2 pm in person. 
Phone or Zoom appointments available by request. Office hours are an excellent 
time to meet with me if you want feedback on an in-progress project (highly 
encouraged!), if you’re unsure of requirements, or want to talk about how things 
are going (art-related or otherwise). 

mailto:Maryam.Farhadi@enmu.edu
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Communication & Response Time for Questions  

This class will use Canvas for reminders, assignments, content modules, due 
dates, attendance, grading, and important documents. Adjust your Canvas 
settings so that you receive email notification when new content or an 
announcement is posted. It’s your responsibility to check your email daily. In turn, 
I will reply to student emails within 24 hours (Monday – Friday). The best way to 
contact me is to email me. 

 

Required Materials 

Students are expected to bring or have access to the following: 

• Sketchbook 

• 16GB flash drive, external hard drive, or online storage (eg: DropBox, 
Google Drive, OneDrive, etc.) 

• Supplemental readings and articles will be provided throughout the 
semester 
 

Textbooks 

You are not required to buy a textbook. All required readings and materials will 
be provided through Canvas. 
 

Learning Management System 

The university has provided a learning management system called Canvas. With 
your ENMU student account, you can access Canvas from the myENMU Portal 
or directly from the Canvas Login Page. 

Canvas works with most computers, mobile devices, and browsers. You can 
check the following webpage to see if your computer/device and browser are 
compatible: What are the browser and computer requirements for Canvas? . 
Mobile apps for Android and Apple devices can be downloaded for free from 
Google Play and the Apple App Store, respectively. 

If you are new to using Canvas, here are a few tips: 

https://fs.enmu.edu/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=jZFba8MwDIX%2FStB7c1tzqWlSykqh0MFouz3sZbiOsprFdmrZZfv3C4FsfdyjkD4dnaPl6kt1wQ0tSaMrSMIYAtTCNFJ%2FVPBy2s5KWNVL4qrr2dq7iz7g1SO5YOA0sbFRgbeaGU6SmOYKiTnBjuunPUvDmPXWOCNMB8GaCK0bhB6NJq%2FQHtHepMCXw76Ci3M9sSiSTXj1Unx23GtxCaWJhFHKaD6IQ7AZpKXmbrx2QloKUSsfYuMj3rQUdRRBsDVW4HhyBS3vCCHYbSp4z9N5ds7KOMfFQ5vEmOAiSxaiSM88z4t5OYzRMyeSN%2FwDiTzuNDmuXQVpnGazuJwl%2BSkpWFqyuAizLHuD4HUKcjAOU2wjbP8fGJ9ignpyqL6vnWz6X5vL6H51PZX3D6p%2FAA%3D%3D&RelayState=47375063-7a2e-43e1-acda-9d9105c347bc
https://enmu.instructure.com/
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/What-are-the-browser-and-computer-requirements-for-Instructure/ta-p/66
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• Welcome Tour - A welcome tour will pop up and show you the main features of 
the system. This is a great way to get started. 

• Passport to Canvas - This self-paced student workshop will teach you 
everything you need to know about Canvas. Check your Dashboard or Courses 
menu in Canvas to access this workshop. 

• Help & Support Menu - If you need help, click on the Help & Support menu. 
From there, you can: 

o Watch Canvas Overview Videos 

o Search Canvas Guides for step-by-step directions 

o For help with the mobile app, check out the guides for Android or Apple devices 

o Call or live chat with Canvas Support 24/7, 365 days a year 

o Click Help & Support in Canvas to see all the support we offer 
 

Course Description 

A foundation course exploring both technical and conceptual processes of motion 
graphics for television and video, using primarily Adobe After Effects. Course 
investigates observation, timing, storyboarding, layout, composition, image 
compositing and sound production for motion graphics. In addition, the 
choreography of 2-D visual elements is discussed to enhance artistic expression 
and conceptual impact. 
 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

• Create portfolio-quality motion design pieces. 

• Understand and apply the animation process, including ideation, timing, 
rhythm, and movement in visual storytelling. 

• Demonstrate intermediate proficiency in Adobe Creative Suite and 
Adobe After Effects, applying tools to produce dynamic motion graphics. 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/tkb-p/videos#student-videos
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/tkb-p/student
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-App-Android-Guide/tkb-p/student_android
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Mobile-iOS-Guide/tkb-p/student_ios
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• Develop storyboards and animatics as part of the pre-production 
process. 

• Collaborate in group projects, practicing teamwork, peer feedback, and 
shared creative problem-solving. 

• Apply principles of design to motion, including typography in motion, 
composition, color, and visual hierarchy. 

• Incorporate audio elements (music, sound effects, or voiceover) to 
enhance motion graphics projects. 

• Present and critique work effectively, articulating design choices and 
responding to feedback. 

• Explore industry practices, including project management, file 
organization, and preparing deliverables for professional use. 

 

Course Requirements + Format 

A series of motion graphics assignments will be given during the semester to be 
executed to each student’s best ability. The purpose of each assignment is for 
the student to gain professional knowledge and experience with Adobe After 
Effects and editing. Each assignment will contain specific guidelines and 
parameters to reach established goals and objectives when completed. 
 

Photography Note 

Throughout the semester, I will often take photographs of students working on art 
projects and their finished works. Photos of student work are used within my 
yearly Faculty Evaluation documentation. Other photos may be used for 
Department of Art recruitment materials or social media posts. I will always ask 
whether it’s ok to take your photo, but please inform me at any time (either in or 
out of class) if you prefer not to be photographed. 
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Important Dates: 

Sept. 1 – no class –Labor Day holiday 

Oct. 6-10 – midterm 

Nov. 26-28 – no classes – Thanksgiving holiday 

Dec.8-12 – Finals Week 

 

Attendance/Participation 

In ARTS courses, class attendance is the very most important factor in 
developing as an artist. Without attending, you miss out on understanding your 
assignments, seeing live technique demonstrations, participating in critiques, 
work time, and learning from your fellow students. The in-class experience is 
what makes ARTS courses unique and impactful.  

That said, absences happen. You are allowed 3 absences each semester where 
you can miss class without any impact on your grade. You do not need to provide 
any doctor or emergency documentation for your first three absences. Use these 
3 absences wisely, if you really need them, especially for sickness, unavoidable 
class conflicts, appointments, etc. Missing more than 3 of the 30 class meetings 
of the semester (10%) impacts your engagement in class. You are responsible 
for any information or instructions missed because of tardiness or absences. It is 
important that you be prepared to work in class. Class time is not to be used for 
other class assignments or personal business. 

Students are required to remain in class for the entire class session. Students will 
earn an absence if they leave BEFORE the professor has dismissed the class. 

 

Attendance Policy  

3 absences allowed 

4 absences= final grade reduced 10%   

5 absences= final grade reduced 20%  

6 or more missed classes = course failure  
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Arrival 10+ minutes late or a 10+ minute early departure = .5 absence  

Any absence after the first three will either require a Dr.’s note or be an 
emergency, unavoidable situation to not affect your grade. If you are ill or need to 
be out for an extended time, please talk with me to discuss your situation. If you 
face a difficult time, health issues, personal problems, or circumstances that are 
affecting your class attendance, please let me know so we can discuss options.  
 

Making Up Work When Absent 

You are responsible for the work done in class or any assignments that were 
due. Email or talk with Maria before the absence to let her know ahead of time 
that you’ll be gone. If this isn’t possible, try to email her as soon as possible. To 
see what you missed, first check Canvas for any new assignments or 
announcements.  
 

Canvas Assignments:  

Upload or submit any Canvas assignments that are due before your absence or 
as soon as possible. If you’re unable to do this, you need to request an extension 
via email to Maria either before or shortly after the missed class.   
 

Art Projects: 

If you miss a project due date or critique day, email a photo of any artwork due to 
Maria via email before your absence or as soon as possible. Doing this will avoid 
late-submission grading and let me know your progress on the work. If you’re 
unable to do this, you need to request an extension on the project either before 
or shortly after the missed class. Making this request is your responsibility, 
extensions won’t be automatically offered if you miss. 
 

Course Grading 

The grade for each project will reflect on the level of professional design, 
conception, participation, attitude, effort, creative thinking and the ability to 
demonstrate a mastery of the requirements of each assignment. The student’s 
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final grade for the semester will be determined by the average grade from 
projects, attendance, and participation. 

Any late artwork or Canvas assignment (video responses, uploads, 
quizzes, etc.) will be automatically downgraded 10% unless an extension is 
pre-arranged. The work will lose an additional 5% for each additional weekday 
late. It’s your responsibility to arrange late artwork turn-in or email a photo of the 
finished work.   

Be sure to check the “Coming Up” or Calendar feature of Canvas to check due 
dates – it’s your responsibility to log in to Canvas and be aware of all in-class or 
online assignment deadlines.  
 

Grade Breakdown: 

Grade Scale 

A....................100 to 90% 

B.....................89 to 80% 

C.....................79 to 70% 

D.....................69 to 60% 

F.....................less than 60% 

 

 

Final Artwork …………………50% 

Sketches/Creativity …………20% 

Critiques………….……………20% 

Participation ………………….10% 
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CRITIQUES 

Critiques are MANDATORY and are a grade. Class critiques are intended to help 
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses within each project by practicing new 
vocabulary and design concepts presented in class through open and respectful 
discussion. They will take place on a regular basis and are designed to 
encourage the development of your technical and conceptual skills. Your 
participation and the expression of ideas and opinions in critiques are a major 
part of this course. Missing critique is equivalent to missing an exam and will be 
penalized by receiving an F. 
 

Evaluation Explanation 

A=Superior work. Excellent development in skill, exploration, and expression. 

B=Above average development in skill; exploration and expression. 

C=Average work. Meeting the assignment requirements. Recommend greater 
need for study in academic comprehension and technical skills. 

D=Below average performance. Requires greater study to improve academic 
understanding, and perceptual and technical skills. 

F=Performance indicates little or no progress in academic understanding, and 
perceptual and technical skills. Quality of work is not on the level of necessary 
time and study. Showing little willingness or effort to improve skills. 

 

Timeframe for Feedback 

Art projects should be graded and returned with complete rubrics and feedback 
on Canvas within one week after the due date. 

Every student will have individual meetings with me during week 6 and week 12 
to discuss your progress and to receive feedback. Feel free to contact me at any 
time regarding your progress… if things aren’t going well, you’re unsure of the 
assignment, or you feel lost email me to set up a time to meet or come into office 
hours.   



 
 

9 
 

Syllabus_ Fall_2025 

Syllabus Modification 

The course projects, pace, and timeline are subject to change. All syllabus or 
schedule modifications will be announced in class, but always sure to check the 
“Coming Up” or Calendar feature of Canvas to check due dates. 
 

Classroom & Building Access 

The Art and Anthropology building is open during the semester:  

Monday - Friday · 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. with ID card access until 10:00 p.m. 
Students may stay until midnight or until campus police clear the building. 

Saturday - Sunday · 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. using ID card access only. 

To gain ID Card access to the building after hours, you must give your ID info to 
the professor at the beginning of the semester. Your student ID # along with the 
first 5 digit grouping of numbers on the back of your card are needed. Students 
are responsible for gaining building and classroom access to complete their 
assignments when needed. Your ID card will work to open the east side front 
door of Art and Anthropology (the front door closest to the Art Department 
offices) only.   

The Design Room (AA 159) stays locked outside of class time. Students in the 
class can use the room for working on projects outside of class time.  The door 
code for AA 159 is: 196597. Please fully close the door to this room when you 
leave.  

Classroom Guidelines 

• Use the classroom as a workspace outside of class hours. Claim a locker 
to safely house your supplies so that you can work in the building.   

• Please keep all phones silenced and out of view during class.  
• In an emergency, step out of the classroom to take a call or text.   
• Please do not use headphones or earbuds in class -  
• Clean up all messes, discard all trash, and sweep up any mess left on the 

floor.  
• Do not leave any materials in the sink (brushes, palettes, cups, etc.)   
• Clear out and stow all of your own supplies in your locker each day. Other 

classes and groups use the classroom during the week.  
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• Do not cut paper directly on top of tables and desks with X-actor knives. 
Please use a cutting mat or backing board. 

• Spray adhesive and fixative can only be used in the designated spray 
booth found in the Multi-purpose Room.  

• Eating and drinking is ok in the classroom, but please discard all trash 
afterwards. 

 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate disciplinary action. See the Student Handbook for further information. 
I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this 
University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other 
words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else. 
Additionally, the use of AI-generated content (for example, via ChatGPT and 
other AI tools) and the attempt to submit AI-generated content as your own work 
is considered academic dishonesty. I will also adhere to the highest standards of 
academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) 
your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not 
apply to everyone. Plagiarism is a serious offense. When in doubt, please cite 
your sources! Please refer to the Catalog for information concerning plagiarism; 
action can include but is not limited to failure of the assignment; failure of or a 
reduced grade for the course; suspension or dismissal from your program of 
study. 

 

Disability Statement 

If you have, or believe you have a disability, you may contact the Accessibility 
Resources and Testing Center to coordinate reasonable classroom 
accommodations, access to technology, or other academic assistance. The 
Accessibility Resources and Testing Center serves students with a wide range of 
disabilities including but not limited to medical or health impairment, vision or 
hearing disability, physical disability, learning disabilities, attention deficit 
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disorder, or mental health impairment. All information will be treated 
confidentially. 

Accommodations are not retroactive. They begin only after: 

• Appropriate documentation has been received and accepted by the 
Coordinator of Disability Services; 

• Letters of Accommodation (LOA) have been prepared; and 
• You have delivered your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. 

Appropriate academic accommodations may then be provided for you. You may 
contact Accessibility Resources and Testing Center by visiting Room 186 of the 
Student Academic Services building, or contacting them via telephone at 
(575)562-2280. 

 

FERPA and Privacy 

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under 
FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are 
confidential and protected. Under most circumstances your records will not be 
released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory 
information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a 
written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights 
to privacy on the university’s FERPA webpage  

Links to an external site.. 

In this course, we will be working with third party applications online (i.e., wikis, 
blogs, and other Web 2.0 applications). The different proprietors of these sites 
may or may not have privacy guarantees and the FERPA policy at ENMU does 
not apply to these sites. It will be your responsibility to read the privacy 
documentation at each site. There are many other options to protecting your 
information at these sites. If you have filed the paperwork and are classified as 
protected under the ENMU FERPA qualifications, it will be acceptable for you to 
use an alias when using the Web 2.0 sites required for this course. If you still 
have concerns, please e-mail me as soon as possible to discuss your options. 

 

http://www.enmu.edu/FERPA
http://www.enmu.edu/FERPA
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Copyright 

This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video 
clips, images, text materials, etc. These items are either linked to or are being 
used in compliance with the Fair Use doctrine to enhance the learning 
environment. Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. 
The use of these materials is strictly reserved for this classroom environment and 
your use only. All copyrighted materials are credited to the copyright holder. 

 

Title IX 

ENMU is committed to fostering a safe, productive learning environment and we 
comply with all aspects related to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 
1972 and 34 C.F.R. Part 106. Title IX prohibits sex discrimination to include all 
forms of sexual harassment as defined in the university’s Title IX Policy . 
Incidents of harassment or assault can be reported to the Title IX Coordinator by 
phone at (575)562-2235 or by email at titleix.coordinator@enmu.edu. You may 
report any crime including sexual assault to the ENMU Police Department by 
calling (575)562-2392 or 911. If you wish to receive fully confidential support and 
victim’s advocacy you can contact Arise Sexual Assault Services at (575)226-
7263. 
 
Confidentiality and Mandatory Reporting 

As an instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning 
environment on our campus. I also have a mandatory reporting responsibility. I 
am required to share information regarding sexual misconduct or information 
about a crime that may have occurred on ENMU’s campus with the Title IX 
Coordinator and/or the ENMU Police. Students may speak to someone 
confidentially by contacting Arise Sexual Assault Services at (575)226-7263. 

mailto:titleix.coordinator@enmu.edu

